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1.

The Doomsday Clock

Introduction
Our Project is about the Doomsday Clock. It is a symbol which represents the a manmade global catastrophe as "midnight" and the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists'
opinion on how close the world is to such a global catastrophe. This is represented by
the number of "minutes" to midnight. The minutes are a figurative representation of
how close doomsday is. Our definition of doomsday as we researched and aimed
towards to is a stage where the earth is uninhabitable and living creatures are unable to
survive due to extreme conditions.
Maintained since 1947 by the members of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists'
Science and Security Board, the clock represents an analogy for the threat of global
nuclear war. Since 2007, it has also reflected climate change and new developments in
the life sciences and technology that could inflict irrevocable harm to humanity.
The clock represents the hypothetical global catastrophe. Its original setting in 1947
was seven minutes to midnight. It has been set backwards and forwards 23 times since
then, the smallest-ever number of minutes to midnight being two (in 1953 and 2018)
and the largest being seventeen (in 1991). As of January 2018, the clock is set at two
minutes to midnight, due to "the looming threats of nuclear war and climate change”.
The doomsday clock was designed back in 1947 by artist Martyl Langsdorf and the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists sets the clock to show how much time we have left
until “midnight”. “Midnight” in this case referred to nuclear Armageddon and the end
of humanity. The Bulletin takes several factors into consideration when calculating the
time on the clock and these factors include nuclear threats, climate change, biosecurity,
bioterrorism and miscellaneous threats including cyber warfare and artificial
intelligence.
In January 2017, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists revealed that the clock ticked 30
seconds closer than the previous year to the end of times and cited, among other things,
climate change, cybersecurity, nuclear weapons and Donald Trump as causes. At the
announcement, executive director of the Bulletin, Rachel Bronson, said there were two
concerns that stood above the rest. “The first has been the cavalier and reckless language
used across the globe, especially in the United States, during the presidential election
and after. And the second is a growing disregard of the scientific expertise.” Cold war
and world conflict have influenced the clock’s time over the years, but disregard for
scientific expertise by global populist leaders, including an American president, has
never been cited as a doomsday factor. That said, the newest changes to the clock are
the smallest in its history, meaning doomsday, thankfully, isn't necessarily any more
imminent.
Our aim for this project was to model the ‘formula’ used for the Doomsday Clock and
adapt it to Singapore’s context, ultimately producing a model for a Doomsday Clock
for Singapore at the end of our research. Through our research on the Doomsday Clock,
we have found out that there is no ‘solid formula’ used to calculate the doomsday timing
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every year, and we thus came up with a formula that could model the timings set, taking
into account our understanding of the major contributing factors each year.
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2. Literature Review
So how “accurate” is the Doomsday Clock, and why was it made in the first place? The
“Doomsday Clock” first debuted in 1947 as a graphic on the cover of the first edition
of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists’ magazine. Langsdorf and other concerned
scientists founded the Bulletin two years prior, feeling a responsibility to warn and
educate the public about the possibly disastrous consequences of their creations. Atomic
bombs had been used for the first time in 1945, killing 130,000 residents of the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Initially, the time on the clock depicted the hour hand
pointing straight at the zero hour, with the minute hand placed at just seven minutes
before midnight. We should note that the timing was completely arbitrary, though
Langsdorf just thought “it seemed the right time.” The graphic quickly adopted the
name of the Doomsday Clock, and eventually gained world recognition as a symbol for
the threat of an impending nuclear apocalypse. Since 1947, the Bulletin has regularly
adjusted the clock face when they perceive a change in threat level, also taking into
account other, non-nuclear factors, like climate change, bioweapons and cyber threats.
Doomsday seems just a few ticks away now, but time on this clock does not really
reflect the actual time, nor is it particularly linear. In 1949, the Bulletin set the clock to
three minutes until midnight due to Soviet Union nuclear testing. “Truman’s dramatic
announcement that Russia had the atom secret!” and to two minutes until midnight in
1953 thanks to the United States developing the hydrogen bomb. But a decade later, the
clock turned back to 12 minutes before midnight thanks to the United States and Soviet
Union ending atmosphere nuclear testing. “A milestone in ‘63. East and West ban the
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testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere.” The minute hand has continued to
fluctuate through a range of minutes before midnight since then, such as at seven
minutes to midnight in 1968 as the Vietnam war increased the likelihood of Doomsday,
the clock ticked nearer to midnight. However, the timing was increased to 10 minutes
in 1972 at the signing of the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty, and all the way back to
17 minutes to midnight in 1991 after the end of the Cold War and the signing of START,
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. Even though the outlook seems grim currently,
it’s important to remember what the time on the clock is really meant to show: it’s not
Doomsday yet, and on THIS clock, we can turn back time.

3.

Methodology
We felt that the Doomsday Clock was an interesting idea on how it is a measure of when
the world is coming to an end. After reading up on it, we realised that there was no
formula for the timings listed, and all the timings were based on the assumptions made
by the Bulletin for Atomic Scientists. This got us started as we wanted to come up with
the formula to model the timings set throughout the years, and apply it to Singapore
later on, in order to assess the current situation locally.
To model the original Doomsday Clock, we decided to do in-depth research on three
specific factors: nuclear threats, climate change and political issues, which were what
we felt are the few main causes that affect the world the greatest. These three factors
are also the main events that the scientists keep focusing on as they came up with and
justified the doomsday clock timings. We then narrowed down our research to certain
years within a time frame from 1995 to 2017, in which we focused on the years with
major and significant events, that is 1995, 1998, 2002, 2007, 2010, 2012, 2015, 2016
and 2017. Using these years, we made reference to the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
website to find out what are the events that the scientists felt impacted the world the
greatest, and used these information to guide us as we researched on those particular
events to understand more about why they are important. We created a table that
compiled all the necessary information together, and from there we started to work out
a model for a formula for the doomsday clock.

4. Finding/ Result Analysis
For the original Doomsday Clock used for the world, we decided to first come up with
a criterion for the different categories and we ranked the individual events that happened
in a given year according to which category they fall in (Table 1). For example, the
extreme weather conditions in 2010 in the southeastern regions in the United States fell
under the worst category under climate change, which is “a series of global warming
issues with damage to natural habitats” and was placed in category 5 -- showing that it
has the largest negative impact to the welfare of the world and its inhabitants.
Thereafter, we tried to come up with a formula that will best represent the level of
intensity of the impact of each factor to the world. We felt that nuclear threats carries
the highest weightage, followed closely by political issues, and then climate change.
Nuclear threats are definitely life-threatening as nuclear bombs or anything related to
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that can cost many lives and perhaps wipe out a country. A nuclear bomb will have
long-lasting effects on a country. It will affect a huge group of people and it will
eventually concern the world, so it is a key factor to the “end of the world”. Political
issues are also vital as our political leaders play a major role in how the country is run.
If we have corrupted political leaders or rulers that cannot govern well, the whole
country will not be able to thrive or even survive successfully. In the Doomsday Report
for 2017, Donald Trump was cited for being an incompetent leader with little care for
his people. With such bad leadership, the United States of America’s people face threats
locally and externally. Hence, the United States of America might not be able to thrive
in the long run and might even crumble under the bad leadership of Donald Trump. The
United States are one of the biggest economic grounds in the world and if it is unable
to thrive, the whole world will be affected depending on weapon trade and economic
status. As political issues is affecting the welfare of innocent lives and children, it is
ranked the second impact. Climate change does affect the world in some ways as one
major change can cause a chain effect in other parts of the world. The moment the
temperature goes up, icebergs melt and polar bears lose their habitat and also causes the
sea levels to rise, and if too serious, can cause low-lying areas to flood, and this is only
one example. However, climate change is the one factor where we have to most power
to stop. We are able to stop climate change and its consequences from happening at an
early stage as compared to once a nuclear bomb has exploded, the effects would be
everlasting. And as opposed to once a corrupt government has been elected and the
country is left in ruins.
Going back to the formula, we tried multiple versions, and in the end we settled with
the formula of multiplying the values under nuclear threats to the power of 2.5,
multiplying the values under political issues to the power of 2, and multiplying the
values under climate change by 5. This formula gave us the respective calculated
timings to be a maximum of 2 minutes away from the actual timings given. As we were
only looking at the time period of one hour from 11pm to 12 midnight, 2 minutes is less
than 5% of the one hour, so we felt it was a reasonable and acceptable allowance range.
Using these factors and their severity we came up with the formula of
(nuclear threats severity level)2.5 + (Political Issues severity level)2 + 5(climate change)
then adding the result to 11 00 which gives us the rough estimate of the doomsday
timing of that year.
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TABLE OF YEARS THAT WE USED TO COMPARE FORMULA

THE RANGE OF LEVELS AND EACH LEVELS SEVERITY MEANING
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After modelling a formula for the Doomsday Clock, we went on to deciding the three
key factors that we thought greatly affects Singapore -- lack of water, economy and the
ratio of the population.
Lack of water focuses on the amount of water consumed per capita per day. The data
we collected is that that it gradually drops from 169 litres per capita per day in 1965 to
143 litres per capita per day in 2017, and as we find that the general trend is decreasing,
it definitely is positive, hence, it is not too concerning at the moment. The reason for
this reduction of water consumption is because the Singapore government has been
taking steps to educate the citizens about the importance of saving water and the need
to cut down on the usage of water. Singapore has no natural resources of her own, and
we get our water from four different methods: imported water from Malaysia, local
catchment, desalinated water, and NEWater. In 1962, Singapore signed an agreement
with Malaysia, the Johor River Water Agreement, (that is valid till 2061) which gives
Singapore the right to draw 250 million gallons of water per day from the Johor River.
If Malaysia faces water shortage, Singapore will also be affected as the amount of water
imported may decrease significantly. Local catchment is referring to reservoirs or canals
that collect rainwater and purify the rainwater, using technology, into potable water,
and Singapore depends greatly on local catchment water for a sustainable water supply.
Desalinated water is from desalination plants, where seawater is treated, so that it is
drinkable. 25 percent of Singapore’s water demand is met through desalinated water,
thus, we need to maintain this method of obtaining water, or else one quarter of
Singapore’s water demand will not be fulfilled. Lastly, Singapore does have her own
advanced technology used to “recycle” water, which is NEWater. NEWater converts
used water into water that can once again be consumed or for industrial use, and this
method currently meets about 30 percent of the water demand. All these four methods
are crucial to maintaining a well-supported water supply, so if the supply of water
cannot meet the demand, Singapore will eventually face water shortage as we are unable
to provide adequate water for all the citizens. Thus, we need everyone to play their part
to be conscious about the amount of water they use to help conserve water in Singapore
before it is too late, or else the consequences will be dire, such as having to ration water,
or increasing the chances of people suffering from dehydration, etcetera. Thus, we
created the rankings which are ‘1’ for ≤145 litres per capita per day, ‘2’ for 145.1 - 150
litres per capita per day, and so on and so forth with intervals of 9.9 litres, until the
ranking of ‘5’ for ≥160.1 litres per capita per day.
Another factor, economy, is represented by the increase in GDP from the previous year
from the given year. GDP refers to the Gross Domestic Product, which is a monetary
measure of the market value of all the final goods and services produced in a period of
time. If the GDP in the year increased, it would mean that Singapore’s economic status
grew and prices of goods and services increased in order to keep up with the demand
for a certain goods or services. The percentage difference between a given year and the
year will be able to tell us how far did Singapore’s economic status grew. This
percentage difference is then compared between all the given years to compare which
year did Singapore’s economy had the greatest and lowest increase. The GDP used is
at current market prices in 2015 at an annual rate. The increase in percentage of the
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GDP between years will tell us whether the economy at Singapore has improved. The
lower the percentage, the higher in the criterion it will be in due to its severity to the
economy. For example, between 2017 and 2016, the percentage of GDP increase is only
at 4.52%, the lowest percentage. This shows that there was not much improvement in
terms of Singapore’s economy, hence, in 2017, Economy was given a category 5 to
show the negative impact.
The ratio of the population is looking at the amount of people in a certain age group, in
which we found that the younger age groups populations are definitely decreasing with
the average age of the population increasing from 18.1 years old in 1965 to 41.2 in
2017. With such a difference in the age groups and its populations, we thought about
the consequences Singapore would face when there is a large population of elderly and
there would not be enough younger people to take care of them due to the decreasing
population size of the younger generation groups. With our concern for the aging
population and the amount of people that will be able to care for them, we chose this as
one of the factors to find out the ‘doomsday timing’ for Singapore as it would definitely
affect how Singapore would be run due to this huge change in population size. Another
reason, is because of this small population, Singapore’s workforce may not be as good
as there is not as many people working anymore which can then lead to other concerns
especially on an individuals health as he or she may have to do extra work as there is
not enough people to share the work with. In our opinion, with a population aging so
fast and a smaller younger generation, this could cause Singapore to ‘fall’ because there
will not be as any people being able to help keep Singapore up and in the end can lead
to Singapore in a downfall when there is too little people in Singapore. With this in
mind, we created a table of ranking 1-5, to help us with the creation of the formula just
like what we did for the world doomsday clock. 1 being the less concerning factor in
that year compared to other years and 5 being one of the worst situations Singapore can
experience. In our formula, we used the difference in the population between the people
in Singapore above 65 years old compared to those under 20 years old. Using the
percentages in the difference between the 2 population, we created the table. Giving a
‘1’ to the year under population fi the difference was -10%> for example in 1965 where
the population of people under 20 was more than the people above 65 which then gave
that year a ‘1’ with each ranking increasing in value, the criteria for each level is slightly
changed, like in level 2 which is given to the years in which the difference of population
is from -9.9%-9.9% and level 5 being the percentage difference 50%< . Using the
situations we have thought about and the drastically increasing average age population
of Singapore, we decided that in the formula to find Singapore’s timing on its own
“Doomsday Clock”, we gave the population value a power of 2.5 as we thought that the
population of Singapore is an important factor to running Singapore well and to help
Singapore continue to develop and grow.
From there, we repeated the same process as mentioned above: we did in depth research
on the significant events of the certain years, 1965, 1980, 1988, 2010 and 2017.
Significant events happened during these years, such as the year Singapore gained
independence, when PAP came into political power and the most recent year, 2017.
Using these years and the information we have collected pertaining to them, we then
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came up with a table of values representing the intensity of the impact towards
Singapore. The ranking of the impacts from first to last are as follows: Water or the lack
thereof, the average age of our population and our economy. Using that criterion, we
used the formula that we came up with earlier in the Doomsday Clock and substituted
in the new values, giving us the timings for Singapore’s context, which are 1142, 1131,
1129, 1139 and 1145, corresponding to the years 1965, 1980,1988, 2010 and 2017.
Although we came up with the range of this table with some levels not being used
especially the extreme ends of the range which is level 1 and 5 as there could be possible
events in the future that could make Singapore have a dramatic turn of events which
will then need us to use these extreme severity levels to calculate Singapore’s
Doomsday.
Ultimately, we tried our best again to fit Singapore’s factors into the exact same formula
we found for the general World Doomsday clock.
Giving us the formula of
(population level)2.5 + (Economy severity level)2 + 5 (water concern severity level)
and then adding the result to 11 00 to get the doomsday timing of Singapore
OUR FACTORS AND DEFINITION OF SINGAPORE’S DOOMSDAY

OUR FACTORS AND SEVERITY LEVEL OF EACH FACTOR
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FORMULA WE HAVE FOUND BEING USED IN SINGAPORE’S CONTEXT TO
TRY AND FIND SINGAPORE’S DOOMSDAY

5. Conclusion
In conclusion, based on our results, Singapore will not be facing any imminent threats
soon, as the timings are safely 15 minutes, or less, away from striking 12 midnight, so
we do not need to worry. However, the timings certainly do not guarantee the permanent
safety of Singapore, so we should always be on our toes for any threats and solve local
problems to reduce the chances of Singapore to be wiped out of the world.
The factors we chose to analyse and include in our model for Singapore may not be the
most significant factors to look at for Singapore’s context, so if we were given the
opportunity to work on this project more, we would definitely spend more time
researching on the factors to ensure that we are indeed looking at the right factors.
If we had a chance to do this project again, we would definitely make sure that we had
a more systematic way of trying to figure out our formula to satisfy all our conditions
of it being a suitable formula for our project instead of doing a random method of just
changing the formula where we feel that is needed so as to just be able to keep up within
the accepted range of timing difference to help fit out doomsday formula. If we were to
have a follow up on our project, we would maybe expand our research onto another
country to find out their doomsday or find out a continent’s doomsday.
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