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Objectives

1. Context and background

2. 2025 Sec 3 class structure

3. Subject allocation procedure and criteria

4. (tentative) 2025 Sec 3 subject options and combinations 
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“Put to rest the mistaken notion 
that there is a single, dominant path to 
success that starts from a very young 
age. 

The school system will become far 
more flexible than today, so that we 
can customise learning to the student, 
to give them time to blossom at 
different points in their lives, while 
anchoring the belief that we can grow 
and get better.”

- Minister for Education, Ong Ye Kung 
COS 2019
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Background

• 2020 - 2022 – Full-SBB S1 & S2, S3 

students taking More Demanding 

Level for Humanities

• 2023 – Full-SBB for Sec 3 (banding 

based on Subject Combination)

• 2024 onwards – Full-SBB for all levels 
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What are your senior 
said about her 

learning?



德 智 体 群 美
Morals, Intellect, Physical body, Team spirit, Aesthetics

Holistic Education



2025 Sec 3 Form Class Structure

Full SBB

- Social-mixing

- Students can offer subjects at 

APPROPRIATE subject levels

2025 Upper Sec Form Class Structure

- Social mixing: similar to 2024 – retain current 

form classes

Class 2023/4 Class 2025/6

1.1, 2.1 3.1, 4.1

1.2, 2.2 3.2, 4.2

1.3, 2.3 3.3, 4.3

1.4, 2.4 3.4, 4.4

1.5, 2.5 3.5, 4.5

1.6, 2.6 3.6, 4.6

1.7, 2.7 3.7, 4.7

1.8, 2.8 3.8, 4.8

Key Considerations:

- Student familiarity with their 

classmates, needs and 

aspirations

- Staff needs, strengths, 

resource availability

- Structure for subject 

teaching group option 

formation and generation of 

timetable
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How Subject Combinations are derived 

Combinations are reviewed annually and modified 

based on 

• Available Staff or Physical Resources

• Requirements for Post-Sec courses

• Observations and discussions on the strengths, aptitudes 

& aspirations of students 

• O & N Levels performance of previous batches
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Subject Combi Allocation Principles 

Merit

• Overall Percentage at Sec 2 and Subject Eligibility Criteria

Choice

• Rank order – 1st Choice will be considered if the results meet the subject criteria

Vacancy

• Availability of places in a particular option combination

Subjects offered depends on:

• Availability of teacher resource and a subject will have a maximum 40 students 

teaching group size if too many students opt for it. 

• Take-up rate – a subject will not be offered if the minimum 20 students take-up 

rate is not met.
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Timeline @ a Glance 

May 2024

2025 Sec 3 
Combination 
Info Booklet / 
Information

Jul 2024
Trial-run of 

subject 
combination 

selection 
(based on Sem 

1 results) 

Oct 2024
2025 Sec 3 

Combination 
Briefing and 

Option 
exercise* 
(students)

Oct 2024

Submit Option 
Forms based 

on 2024 
Overall results

Oct-Nov 
2024

Notification of 
2025 Sec 3 

Subject 
Outcomes

*After EOY 

Results are 

released
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2025 Sec 3 Subject Combinations - Exp
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Languages
English Language

Mother Tongue/

Higher MT

English Language

Mother Tongue/

Higher MT

English Language

Mother Tongue/

Higher MT

Mathematics
Mathematics

Additional Mathematics
Mathematics

Additional Mathematics
Mathematics

Sciences
Pure Chemistry

Pure Biology
Pure Chemistry

Pure Physics 

a. Combined Science
(Physics, Chemistry) or
b. Combined Science
(Biology, Chemistry)

Combined Humanities

(select one)

a. Social Studies & Elective Geography or
b. Social Studies & Elective Literature* or

c. Social Studies & Elective History

Total subjects 7 subjects 7 subjects Choose one from Grp. A and/or Grp.B

8th subject^ – for those 

eligible (max 40 studts 

per subject except for 

Pure Literature cap 

extends to option 3)

a. Pure Physics Grp. A Grp. B

b. Pure Geography a. Pure Geography
a. Additional 

Mathematics or

c. Principles Of 
Accounts

c. Pure History b. Pure History
b. Nutrition & Food 

Science
d. Pure Geography

d. Pure Literature* c. Pure Literature* e. Pure Literature*

Total subjects 8 subjects 8 subjects 6 or 7 subjects
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* Subjected to availability of staff resource. At maximum the school can offer 1 Pure Literature and 1 Elective Literature class. If additional teacher 
resource is available, we may extend to 2 Elective Literature classes across the Express combinations.
^ Art/Music will be offered as the 8th subject. They will be conducted at the same time with the 8th subject-offerings under Options 1 and 2.
The 8th subject will be offered at the end of the schooling day.



Subject Criteria
Points to note:

1. To be eligible for Option 1 (Physics - 3rd Pure Science subject), 

• students should obtain a minimum average of 70% for English Language, Science and Mathematics. 

• student should obtain an overall average of 70% and above. 

• subject to minimum of 20 students and maximum of 40 students class size per subject.

2. To be eligible for Option 1 or 2 (2nd Pure Humanities subject), 

• students should obtain a minimum average of 65% for English Language, Science and Mathematics. 

• student should obtain an overall average of 65% and above.

• subjected to minimum of 20 students and maximum of 40 students class size per subject.

• offering of the Pure Literature subject is subjected to the availability of manpower resources for the 

year.
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Subject Criteria
Points to note:

3.  Subjects Additional Mathematics, Pure Literature, Pure Geography are offered in Option 3.

• to be eligible for these subjects, students should obtain a minimum of 65% for Sec 2 Mathematics, 

Literature, Geography (Express). 

• subjected to minimum of 20 students and maximum of 40 students class size per subject.

• offering of the Pure Literature subject is subjected to the availability of manpower resources for the 

year.

4.  Art & Music are subjects that will be conducted in the afternoon, students should obtain the following.

• to be eligible for Art, students should obtain a minimum of 65% for Sec 2 Art.

• to be eligible for Art and Music, students should pass an audition and interview. 

5.  Students who are currently taking 3rd languages, they will be having a total of 8/9 subjects.
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Scenario Learning 1

Student A 

Attainment Overall-73% and Ave EMS-79%
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*SS/Lit class filled*

Student B 

Attainment Overall-70% and Ave EMS-71%

Choice Subject Option

1 Option 2 (with SS/Lit) – 7 subjects

2 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Physics) – 8 

subjects

3 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

4 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

5 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Lit, Add Math 

and POA) – 7 subjects

6 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Lit, Add Math 

and Pure Geog) – 7 subjects

Choice Subject Option

1 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Hist) – 8 

subjects

2 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Physics) – 8 

subjects

3 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Hist) – 8 

subjects

4 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

5 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Geog, Add Math 

and POA) – 7 subjects

6 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Geog and Add 

Math) – 6 subjects

Learning: If you are keen to do an additional Pure subject, do 
not put all your choices to a single Humanities



Scenario Learning 2

*SS/Lit class filled*

Student C 

Attainment Overall-68% and Ave EMS-65%
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*SS/Lit class filled*

Student D 

Attainment Overall-67% and Ave EMS-65%

Choice Subject Option

1 Option 2 (with SS/Lit) – 7 subjects

2 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

3 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Hist) – 8 

subjects

4 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

5 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Lit, Add Math 

and POA) – 7 subjects

6 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Lit, Add Math 

and Pure Geog) – 7 subjects

Choice Subject Option

1 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

2 Option 1 (with SS/Geog and Pure Hist) – 8 

subjects

3 Option 1 (with SS/Lit and Pure Hist) – 8 

subjects

4 Option 2 (with SS/Lit and Pure Geog) – 8 

subjects

5 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Geog, Add Math 

and POA) – 7 subjects

6 Option 3 (with Sci (P/C), SS/Geog and Add 

Math) – 6 subjects

Learning: Do have different choices of Humanities, to allow 
for a possible assignment of choice.



2025 Sec 3 Subject Combinations – N(A)
Option 1 Option 2

Languages
English Language English Language

Mother Tongue Mother Tongue

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics
Humanities Social Studies & Literature Social Studies & Geography

Combined Science
a. (Physics, Chemistry)  or 

b. (Biology, Chemistry)

Other Elective subjects

(select one)

a. (O-Level) Nutrition & Food Science or

b. Principles of Accounts or

c. Additional Mathematics

Total subjects 6 subjects 6 subjects
7th subject^ – for those eligible
(max 40 studts per subject) a. Pure Geography

Total subjects 7 subjects
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^ Students who are interested in Art/Music (as the 7th subject), it will be conducted at the same time with the afternoon lessons for Options 1. The 7th subject 
will be offered at the end of the schooling day.



Subject Criteria

Points to note:
1. Students are eligible to take the more demanding subjects (i.e. O-Level subjects/G3),

• subjected to a minimum of 20 students, manpower resources and timetable combination

• more demanding subjects that are being offered at O-Level/G3 include English Language, Mother 

Tongue Language, Mathematics, Combined Science (Physics/Chemistry), Nutrition & Food 

Science, Art and Music.

2. To be eligible for G2 Pure Geography subject, 

• students should obtain a minimum of 65% for Sec 2 Geography.

• subjected to minimum of 20 students and maximum of 40 students class size per subject.

• offering of the Pure Geography subject is subjected to the availability of manpower resources for 

the year.

3. To be eligible for N(A)-Level/G2 Additional Mathematics, 

• students should either obtain 60% in Sec 2 Express/G3 Mathematics or 

• obtain a minimum 70% in Sec 2 Normal (Academic)/G2 Mathematics.
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2025 Sec 3 Subject Combinations – N(T)
Do refer to the S3 Subject Combinations Information Booklet for the details on subject content and assessment.

Subjects

English

Mathematics

Basic Mother Tongue

Computer Applications

Science NT

Elements of Business Studies

6 Subjects

Social Studies (Non-examinable)

NFTE Programme (Non-examinable)
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Zoom-ing with 
professionals 

Speakers 

Discussions 

Learning Journey

Recognition 



Subject classes

Points to note:

• There must be 20 or more students choosing this 

particular option before the school will consider 

opening the class.

•Student cannot be a school and private candidate at 

the same time. Therefore, student cannot sit for any 

subject at the national examinations as a private 

candidate. 

19
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• You will be receiving an email via your plmgss 
email account
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Subject Option Online Portal (Trial)

Subject: Subject Combination and Option Exercise

Dear <Name>, <Class>

The following details are your information for the Secondary 3 2024 subject combination and option 
exercise:

URL link: https://plmgs.schoolhub.sg/
Username: <XXXXX>
Password: <XXXX>

Please complete the trial option by XX XXX XX (8 am).

Thank you.

PL Admin



https://plmgs.schoolhub.sg/
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ECG
Which Science 

subject should I 
read?

I need to take A 
Maths !! I want 

to go to JC ..

What are the 
available 

pathways for me?

Do I need triple 
sciences to study 

Medicine course in 
the future?

What skills should 
I have to get an 

internship with a 
company
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Start Planning for Post-Secondary Education
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Key Documents

1. ECG - JAE/JIE 2023 Booklet 

 Link:https://www.plmgss.moe.edu.sg/articles/admission-booklets/

2. Subject Combination with criteria for subjects

3. Email with Login ID and password for https://plmgs.schoolhub.sg/

• To received by Term 3 week 2 and option portal release on the Friday

4. Individual result list (Semester 1) 

• To be issued on Term 3 week 2 to students
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https://plmgs.schoolhub.sg/


Thank you
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